Sermon on occasion of the presentation of Woldemar Flake and Sabine
Behrens as L EP-pastorsin the Diocese of Blackburn
from Bishop Dr. Friedrich Weber

May the words, that | speak, and the meditatioousfhearts may always be
acceptable to God, the Father, the Son and the &aht. Amen.

Dear brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ!

.Being a Christian means being glad about God’'scyfal grace.”

This sentence was written in the early 1930iehkyGerman theologian
Dietrich Bonhoeffer and his friend Franz Hildebramdthe German catechism

for young people.

.Being a Christian means being glad about God’'scyfal grace.”

What really matters, is this: To be glad about Gadércy and grace. Anyone
who is able to be glad about God’s grace will fihd freedom to regard him- or

herself and the world we are living in as giftoof God.

Bonhoeffer then went on to say: Anyone who is éblee glad about God’s
grace will not be afraid of the powers of otherauities and will be assured of
the transcendent fullfillment of his own life aslirgs in the history of the
world. We can be certain that our lives are mowluger to God and that there

Is a future beyond the limits of our lifetime. Th&are we need not be afraid.



And so on this special occasion in Blackburn | warfbcus attention on this
message: do not be afraid, but be glad about Godisy.

Last year throughout the world Dietrich Bonhoefel00th birthday was
remembered. He was one of the most prominent Gistsistance fighters
against the former totalitarian government in Geryn&nd he had been living
and working as a pastor in England, as WoldemdeFad Sabine Behrens will

do from now on.

It was said of people around Bonhoeffer, that -newer he was present — they
laughed frequently and heartily and that they abMagd great fun. He is said to
have radiated great confidence and to have begrhwenorous, although on the
other hand Bonhoeffer was a sharp-thinking persitim faresight, who was able
to anticipate future developments. Although therghtnhave been many
reasons for him to give up or not to continue bsEstance and to be
overwhelmed by despair, he never communicatedrftish. And | am sure that
there were times of despair in his life. Yet, hagtat people around him to take
responsibility, to look for indications of God here earth, to live one’s life

gratefully and if necessary to change life.

| would partly agree with the French philosopherti®awho once said:
.Maybe, there have been better times and still el but this time is ours to
take on responsibility.*

Well, this attitude is reasonable and fairly opsti: but it expects a good deal
of every single person.

Therefore | would add another condition: ,Being lari€tian means being glad

about God’s mercyful grace.”



With all this as a background let us look in theufa.

And there are many reasons for us to be glad:

| am glad about the prospering link between our ¢twarches and about how it
has developed during recent years. It seems obthati€>0d’s blessing is upon
this link.

| am glad that a family with two pastors from thetlheran Landeskirche of
Braunschweig and with their children are riskinig @idventure to come and live
here among you and - by so doing - to expressdbd geighbourliness of our
churches.

Further, | am glad to be able to look forward t@ @h your priests to coming to
minister in Winnigstedt, a village in the Landeskie of Braunschweig,.
Finally, | am glad that together we succeeded taldishing this Local
Ecumenical Partnership and proved to be pioneqi®erg new ways towards

our aim of a visible unity between our churches.

All these rhings are matters which encourage mecande me to be grateful

and confident.

| do believe that God’s kingdom has already rismo@g us and | do hope that
God is with us as he was with Moses.

You know: God had a big plan with Moses. He sent bin his path through the
desert, up to the limits of his endurance and ®ftbinfidence. But he was not on
a wrong track, but on a track to the land being/oled for him by God here on
earth. A track to a destination which proved tonmethwhile to strive for. A

track into a foreign land and at the same timeaekttowards his own

fullfillment and towards God. The Bible shows uattioses had to travel over
long and arduous paths through the desert - togefitle companions who were

full of doubts and often grumbling.



My wish for you, Woldemar Flake and Sabine Behteggther with your
children Henry and Elsa, - my wish for you is thati will not need to
experience what Moses had to experience. | wishaywlthe people of the
Diocese of Blackburn and in your parishes thattime of living and working
together will be a useful and blessed time andybatwill return to Germany

with stimulus and new ideas for our church.

Starting a new period of life in a foreign countrgven with little children —
requires a lot of courage and fearlessness. Yoea pewed to be couragous.
What matters now is to settle in this country amglaur parishes and to share
the everyday life with the parishioners. | wish yallthe best for your new

ministry.

| guess this exchange will also be exciting for brathers and sisters in Christ
here in Blackburn. It will also be a challenge tloem to experience a
spirituality different from the traditional Anglicabackground.

Finally, take the words from the book of Isaialaagvatchword for the year
2007. The prophet says in chapter 43, verse 1&n,hbout to do a new thing;

now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?“

We normally prefer going on in well-known paths awiid the risks of new
and strange paths. Recently there was a confecdrateGerman protestant
churches in Wittenberg, the town, where Martin leuthsed to live. This
conference dealt with the future of the churcheS@émmany. We share the
opinion that we need dare to start off into a fetwhich is different from the
situation as it is now. Yet, we feel, how difficutlis. But it is necessary to ask:
How should in the future the co-operation betwédenQGhristian churches

alternatively be organized, between Anglicans amtthérans or at home in the



area of my church, where — because of historiesdaes - five autonomous
protestant churches exist? How should the co-dperatth the Roman-
Catholic Church be developed? Isn’t it the timéagpemphasis upon what we
are agreeing in: the baptism, the doctrines oityrsnd justification, our
common commitment to human rights and justice dh¢owelfare of the
children in Europe? And how shall we tackle thebjpem of still existing

differences?

It is not only that we have a clue about the neteséchange, we are certain:
new things must be done. The word of the proptaalhsshows us: There is no
turning back. God has made a promise to us toueeaind to be with us. He is a
God who — again and again — leads us into freedwoem if we do not realize it.
Remember the miracle, when God divided the waterthe path through the
desert, when there was no water, how he openesbtirees and the waters
sprang forth so that his people survived and stat@in?

Nowadays it is the same: God says: ,| am aboubta dew thing; now it

springs forth, do you not perceive it?“

Here, now and today, we can perceive it. Somethewg is starting.

We have good reason to be sure:

.Being a Christian means being glad about God’'scrhdrgrace.”

Amen.

And the peace of God, which surpasses all undefisigywill guard your hearts

and your minds in Christ Jesus. Amen



